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At ston) Univ. Magazine. 
~ LETTER TO THE EDITORS, 
FROM WALTER BALFCUR, 
ON THE DAY.OF JUDGMENT. 
(Concluded from page 164.) 

Gentiemen—I am aware that parousia is the 
word generally rendered coming, and applied 
to the coming of Christ. Let us. then briefly 
notice all the texts where it occurs in the New- 
Testament. I find it then used to express the 
coming of persons from one place to another, 1 
Cor. xvi. 17 ; 2 Cor. vii. 6, 7,and x. 10; Phil. 
ii, 12, and i. 26. It is also applied, 2 Thes. ii. 
9, to the coming of the man of sin, In 2 Peter 
i. 19, it is applied to our Lord’s first coming. 
Also to express his comingat the resurrection 
of the dead, 1 Cor. xy. 23; 1 Thess. iv. 15. 
But notice, that in those texts or their contexts, 
not a word is’said-about his sitting then on a 
judgment seat to condemn men to any punish- 
ment whatever. In the following places, this 
word expresses our Lord’s coming at the des- 
truction of Jerusalem. Matt. xxiv. 3, 27, 37, 
39 ; James v. 7,8. That these texts refer to 
this, is universally admitted. 

The following are the only passages, about 
which there ean be any dispute, what coming 
of Christ is referred to. 1 Thess. ii. 19, 20, 
“ For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of re- 
joicing ? Are not even ye “in the presence of 
‘our Lord Jesus Christat his coming ?. For ye 
are our glory and joy.” Well, what coming is 
meant? The apostle does not state this here, 
particularly. But whatever period is referred 
to, the Thessalonians were'to be his joy and 
crown when it arrived. So were the Philippi- 
ans; for he says, chap. iv. 1. ‘* Therefore, my 
brethren, dearly beloved and longed for, my 
joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my 
dearly beloved.” Well, when were they to be 
his joy and crown ? We have butto read on to 
verse 5, to be informed of this. “ Let your 
moderation be known unto all men. The 
is at hand.” J for one, must beg to be excus- 
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ed from believing, that the Lord was at hand in 
his coming at the end of this world, when Paul 
wrote the epistle to the Philippians. His com- 
ing at the destruction of Jerusalem was at 
hand, nor can I much doubt, that to this very 
coming he referred, for it is generally allowed 
James refers to it, where he uses similar lan- 
guage respecting it. “ The coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh,” and “ the judge standeth 
before the door.” See James v. 7—11. The 
event was anxiously expected by all christians. 
James speaks, not only of the event as near, 
buttells us that the Lord was to judge at this 
coming, which agrees with the text under con- 
sideration, “ for we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ.” The word which 


is here rendered before, is emprosthen, and is 
the same word which is rendered in, Thessalo- 
They were to be. Paul’s ie 


nians, presence. 
and crown “ in the presence (emprosthén) of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming.” But, 
their being his joy and crown at this period 

depended on their steadfastness in the faith,and 
enduring to the end. Accordingly he says to 
them, chap. iii, 12, 13, “ And the Lord make 
you to increase and abound in leye one toward 
another, and toward all men, even as we do 
toward you: to the end he may establish your 
heerts unblameable in holiness before ( empros- 
then) God, even our Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saipts,”— 
The hearts of the Thessalonians, might. be es- 
tablished unblameable in holiness, unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ at the end of 
the Jewish age, for it was near: but how they 
were to be so to the end of this world, is not 
so easily perceived. The expression “ all] his 
saints,’’ can occasion no difficulty about this, if 
Matt, xxiv. 31. Mark xiii, 27 are consulted, 
and compared with 2 Thess, ii. 1. See Whit- 
by on this last text. But in 1 Thess, y, 23, 
the apostle exhorted them further in relation 
to this coming. ‘“ And the.very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly: and I pray Ged your 
whole spirit, and soul, and body, he preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” This was nota mere empty wish, 

for the aposile adds, verse 24, “ faithful is he 
that ag adh will do it.” But I 

ask, how the a le could that the souls, 

and apirits, and bedies of AbEWiiteslonians’ 

might be preserved blameless unto the coming 

of Christ at the end of this world, unless he 

believed they would be alive when he came.— 

Ifunderstood of his coming at the end of the 

Jewish dis tion, all is rational and easily 

understood. The word parousia, is also rend- 
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ered coming, 2 Thess. ii. 1,8, and applied to| 


the same coming of Christ. See Whitby on 
this whole chapter. It isalso rendered com- 
ing, 2 Peter iil. 4, 12, and applied to the com- 
ing of Christ at, ‘the day of judgment,” 
which has been shown in my. answer to Mr. Sa- 
bine, to be, not a day of judgment at the end 
of this world, but the day of judgment on the 
Jewish nation at the end of the age. The on- 
ly other text where parousia is used, is 1 John 
ii. 28, * And now little children, abide in him; 
that, when he shall appear, we may have con- 
fidence and not be ashamed before him at his 
coming.” What coming 1s then referred to? 
The coming of Christ at the end of the Jewish 
dispesisation, as is evident from verse 18, where 
he says, * Little children it is the last hour :— 
and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, 
even now are there many antichrists; where- 
by we know it is the last hour,” See M’Knight 
who takes this view of the passage. 

It has been noticed, that the word empros- 
then, is used in several of the above texts, and 
in the one we are particularly considering, 
“we must all stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ.” It isseen from its usage to mean, 
‘* before, or in the presence of.” It deserves 
notice, that this word is also used Matt. xxv. 23 
where it is said, ‘ and before (emprosthen ) him 
shall be gathered all nations.” If it is admit- 
ted, that this was at the end of the Jewish 
age, when Christ came in his glory, and sat on 
the glorious throne of his kingdom, it shows a 
coineidenceiof language in speaking of this e- 
vent among the writers ofthe New Testament. 

We have now finished our examination of 
the phrases “the end,” “ the day of the Lord,” 
and“ the coming of the Lord.” It appears to 
me, that these expressions are borrowed from 
the Old Testament, by the writers of the New. 
The expression, the end, is evidently used by 
Daniel relative to the end of the Jewish dis- 

ensation ; and the phrase, ‘‘ the day of the 

ord,” is frequently used by the prophets to 
designate the day of God’s temporal judgments 
on nations, and particularly the day of God's 
judgment on the Jewish nation at the end of 
the age. The New Testament writers then, 
used them to designate a time and events long 
before predicted, but which were now nigh e- 
ven at the door, and in the very phraseology 
used by the prophets. It is almost useless to 
remark, that the Old Testament writers, when 
they speak of “ the end,” “ the day of the 
Lord,” and “ the coming of the Lord,” never 
represent Christ as then sitting on a judgment 
seat to pass sentence on any to endless misery. 
Indeed, it is now generally conceded, that the 
Old Testament does not teach the doctrine of 
endless misery. Such phrases then, must be 
used in a totally different sense from what they 
are in the Old Testament, if the writers of the 
New have used them in the way they are gen- 
erally applied in the » ircneie day. But Paul 
assures us, that he said none other things than 


Moses ip the law and the prophets had spoken. 
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Ifthe New Testament writers had done, what 
people allege that they have done, how could 
they have been understood by their hearers 
without some explanation ? But have they ever 
given any explanation, that at “ the end,” “ the 
day of the Lord,” and “the coming of the 
Lord,” Christ is to sit on a judgment seat to 
condemn all the wicked to endless misery 1~ 
If they have, let this be pointed out. 

The views I have stated, are in perfect a- 
greement with our Lord’s discourses, during 
his persorial ministry, None can deny that 
he said, he was to come at the end of the Jew- 
ish age ; and that this period is called ‘ the end,’ 
and “ the day of our Lord,” isallowed. ‘That 
at this period he was to judge, or reward every 
man according to his works, is in as many words 
expressly declared by himself in the discours- 
es alluded to. The views I have advanced, 
agree also with the doctrine and exhortations 
of his apostles. ‘That they speak of “ the end,” 
“ the day of the Lord,” “ and the coming of 
the Lord,” referring to the period of the des- 
truction of Jerusalem, is not denied that I know 
of, by any sect of christians. It would be 
strange and unaccountable, if the apostles had 
not spoken so, after all Christ had said about 
this event, and the deep interest all christians 
had in it. Nor are my views, less in accord- 
ance, with what must have been the general 
conduct and feelings of all christians, in view 
of our Lord’s coming at the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. They must have been looking for it, 
waiting for it, and an anxiety excited about be- 
ing prepared for his arrival. This is just the 
way we have said christians were exercised, in 
| interpreting the text under consideration. and 
| many others introduced. My views are also 
in accordance with the fact. Attheend of the 

Jewish age, Christ did come, sat on his judg- 
ment seat, and they who had done good ‘came 
Sate to the resurrection of life, and they that 
had done evil unto the resurrection of damna- 
ition. Every one received in his body, accord- 
ing to that he had done, whether it was good 
jor bad. My viéws of 2 Cor. v. 10, are also 
in agreement with the context. Paul, as we 
shave seen, speaks as uncertain, whether he 
would be alive when called to appear before 
Christ’s judgment seat, and hence he labored 
that whether present or absent he might be ac- 
cepted of him. We have also examined the 
scripture usage of benatos, judgment seat, and 
thronos, throne, and the result has been to con- 
firm my opinions. The following verse has 
also been adverted to, “knowing the terrors of 
the Lord, we persuade men ;” but we have 
seen that no scripture writer speaks of the 
“ terrors of the Lord,” in reference to a gene- 
ral a at the end of this world. 
am not aware, that in my investigation of 
this or the preceding texts, of having any edu- 
cational bias in favor of the views advanced.— 
This rather Jay on the other side ; for such 
texts I once considered, as some of the strong- 
est proofs of a future judgment, and _punish- 
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ment. Finding I had been mistaken about the 
dectrine of endless misery, my object in exam- 
ining all my old proofs for it, is not to find sense 
which may accord with my present views, but 
to ascertain, if possible, what the writers meant 
to teach in all such passages. Such are my 
present views of these, but whether Iam cor- 
rect or not, let others judge, for I lay no claim 
toinfallibility. Even if correct in my views of 
‘hese, still it may, and it is likely it will be said, 
the doctrine of future punishment, yea, of end- 
less misery can be supported from other passa- 
gos, 

Let us now admit for argument’s sake, that 
Paul referred toa day of judgment at the end 
of this world, when he said, “ for we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ.”-— 
Let us also allow that the passages, where “ the 
end,” ~ the day ofthe Lord,” and “ the com- 
ing of the Lord Jesus,” are spoken of, refer to 
the’same period. What then follows ? 

Ist. Such views, represent the apostles and 
first christians, as silent about,and no way con- 
cerned respecting our Lord’s coming at the 
destruction of Jerusalem. They were neither 
looking for his coming, nor waiting for it, nor 
preparing themselves for his arrival. But, can 


wny man believe that this was the case, after all 
our Lord had said to his disciples oa this sub- 
ject? We think this is impossible; and it would 
lead us to forma very unfavorable opinion 
of al] christians during the apostolic age. Here 
then I must say, my views have decidedly the 


advantage over the views commonly entertain- 
ed. But, 

2d. Such views represent the apostles and 
first christians, as all looking for, and expect- 
ing the day of judgment, and end of the world 
ius their lifetime, which turns out to bea very 
great mistake. The common belief is, that 
“the end,” the day of the Lord,” and “ the 
coming of the Lord Jesus,” refer to the end of 
this world ; and it is strongly contended for, 
that Paul referred to this period in the words 
wé have been considering, ‘ for we must all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ,” — 
Now, this is to contend, that they all were in 
expectation that this period was at hand ; for 
they were looking for it, and waiting for it ;—- 
yea, Paul says, that he and vthers labored, that 
whether present or absent, when if came, they 
might be eccepted of him.* Bug the fact is, if 
such views are correct, they were all entirely 
mistaken about this, for the day of judgment 
has not yet come. We must either admit then 
that they were mistaken, or allow that we have 
greatly mistaken their meaning of the above 
passages. ‘To say that they were ail mistaken 
about this, is a concession I will never make. 
The moment I should make it, every infidel 
might take his stand in it, and bid defiance to 
Paley, and a host of writers beside, in defence 
of christianity. They might say, “ You admit 
that your inspired writers have been mistaken 
in one very important article, and you must al- 
inw us to believe, that they were mistaken in 
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all that they have written.”” But waiving this, 
let-us suppose, that they were all looking for, 
and waiting for the end of the world, and the 
day of judgment as,about to take place. I ask 
then, what sort of christians we have got in our 
day ? for not one of them, either orthodox or 
heterodox, is looking for the end of the world 
and day of judgment during their lifetime. — 
The man who would announce such a belief, 
would run the risk of finding a place in the in- 
sane hospital. No; so far from this, Mr. Em- 
erson, a very worthy orthodox writer, tells us, 
that we need not look for it, until we have had 
three hundred and sixty thousand years of a 
miliennium. Buthe isa man of too much 
sense, and christian consistency to believe this, 
and yet assert, that any part of the New Tes~ 
tament intimates, as if the apostles believed 
the end of the world, and the day of judgment 
should happen in their day. Hence he says, 
in his lectures on the Millennium, page 229,— 
‘“« There are passages that represent the coming 
of Christ as near; but he is represented as 
coming, in other senses and at other times, be- 
side his coming to judgment. I would gladly 
see it proved, if it can be proved, thatthe Bi- 
ble represents the day of judgment as near.— 
Though I would by no means speak confident- 
ly upon this point, yet I am inclined to think, 
that all the passages of scripture that represent 
the coming of Christ as near, refer to some oth- 
er coming beside his comingto judge the 
world.” Mr. Emerson with diffidence here 
states his opinion respecting all such passages. 
We would seriously recommend to him, and all 
our orthodox friends, to examine this metter 
with attention, I think Mr, Emerson is cor- 
rect in his opinion. But 1 would ask them, 
whether by this, they do not deprive themselves 
of Rom. xiv. 10; 2 Cor, v. 10, and other texts 
long considered chief proofs of a day of judg- 
ment, and the endless punishment of the wick- 
ed? They ought to beware, lest in building up 
three hundred and sixty thousand years of a 
millennium, that they do not pull down the doc- 
trine of endless, yea, all future misery for the 
wicked. Mr, Emerson justly thinks, people 
have been mistaken in supposing, that any pas- 
sage in the New Testament speaks of the end 
of the world as near. On his views of the mil. 
lennium it was necessary tomaintain this. But 
he has served the cause of christianity by so 
doing. Ile has removed by it, one-of the 
strongest infided objections against christianity, 
and told the beljevers in endless misery that 
their former views of such passages are false. 
Well, the question will now be, What do they 
mean ? Ifthis inquiry is pursued, men must 
become Universalists, for they willsee some of 
the strongest facts in defence of their doctrine 
razed to their foundations. He has also afford- 
ed me pleasure in quoting him in favor of my 
opinions. 

I shall now take some notice of such objec- 
tions as have occurred to me against the views 
which have been advanced. Itmay be objected, 
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ist. ‘* We allow, that some of the texts 
where ‘the end,’‘the day of the Lord,’ and 
‘the coming of Jesus Christ” are mentioned; 
that they do refer to the end of the Jewish dis- 
pensation. But we contend that in others a 
reference is made to the end 6f this world.”— 
Answer ; we have shown that, in some of these 
texts this is true, but it cannot be denied, that 
such expressions are used in reference to the 
ewish age. Where they are used in refer- 
ence to the coming of Christ at the resurrec- 
tion, not one word is said, that at this ‘period 
Christ is to sit on a judgment seat to distribute 
rewards and punishments to all mankind. It 
is of no consequence then, how often such lan- 
guage is used in reference to such a coming, if 
such a judgment is not stated to take place at 
this period. This is the very point to be prov- 
ed from such texts, but they afford no evidence 
to prove it. Let any one examine all the above 
texts, where “ the end,” and “ the coming of 
Christ” is spoken of in connexion with the res- 
urrection of the dead, and nothing will be found 
in proof of the common opinions entertained 
of a day of judgment at this period. 

Objection 2d. “ Your views of the above 
texts,give too much importance to Christ’s com- 
ing at the destruction of Jerusalem,and too lit- 
tle importance to his ceming at the resurrection 
of all the dead.” Ans. This isnot true. My 
views give each their proper place and share of 
importance. ‘The common view, to give im- 
portance to Christ’s coming at the resurrection, 


applies texts to it which represent the apostles 
and first christians as all in expectation of it, 
but which turns out to have been a vain ex- 


pectation. This false application of texts to 
it gives it a fictitious importance, but an impor- 
tance which is injurious to the whole system of 





christianity. It was not my object to consider | 
Christ’s coming at the resurrection, and there- 


fcre I could not give this a place and impor- | 
But who | 


tance it desires, in.this discussion. 
would say this is lessening its importance ? 

I ought to apologize for the length to which 
my communications have extended. If my 
time had allowed me to transcribe, I might have 
condensed them. But this I could not find, 
and transcribing is an employment I take no 
pleasure in. A “ Disciple of Truth,” will per- 
ceive, I noticed his closing question in the 
éourse of my remarks. Whether my views of 
the passages given, may be satisfactory to him 
or your readers generally, I must now leave 
for them to determine. Iam yours, &c. ~ 

WALTER BALFOUR. 
FROM THE CHRIRSITIAN INQUER. 
On the Arrogant Pretensions of the 
ORTHODOX CLERGY. 

Civil society is intended to promote the mu- 
tual happiness of the members of it, while they 
live together here on earth. It does not ex- 
tend to a future state of existence, which will 
take place under such regulations as the Al- 





mighty may think fit to appoint. 


Religion embraces all the motives to good 
conduct here, and all the means of happiness 
hereafter. Civil society, therefore, has noth- 
ing to do with religion, but as it tends to mu- 
tual happiness while we live together here on 
earth. nc, that religion which makes a 
man the best citizen, is the best religion for 
society. A religion that makes a man cruel, 
persecuting, and intolerant, 1s a bad religion 
for society ; and the teachers and preachers o/* 
any religion whatever, who are so, are bad men 
and bad citizens, whether their opinions be 
true or false. I wish some one would under- . 
take to show how public morals are. promoted 
by the doctrines of death-bed repentance, elec- 
tion, and reprobation, and the salvation of 
backsliding saints. 

The wise men who framed the American 
constitution, well knew the-truth could only be 
discovered, and placed on a firm basis by per- 
mitting free discussion on every subject. If 
an opinion be erroneous, it requires discussion, 
that its errors may be exposed: if it be true, 
it will gain adherents in proportion as it is ex- 
amined. Is an opinion so manifestly wrong 
that every man must see it is so? It can do 
no harm. Is it so plausible as to be likely to 
deceive mankind by its semblance to truth? 
The more need, then, of open and free discus- 
sion to expose fully the fallacy of it. 

Mcreover, as the American legislators well 
knew the infirmities of human nature, and 
that no set of men had any pretensions to in- 
fallibility, they put all opinions upon the same 
footing as to each other, aud left truth to pre- 
vail by its own force and iatrinsic evidence.— 
In no othér country is the wise toleration cs- 
tablished by law so complete as in this. But 
in no country whatever, is a spirit of persecu- 
tion, for mere opinions, more prevalent than 
in the United States of America. It is a coun- 
try most tolerant in theory, and most bigot- 
ted in practice. The laws control no man’s 
opinions ; they control his conduct only.— 
‘They guarantee freedom of conscience, of pro- 
fession, and of discussion, to every creed and 
form of worship; the framers of them well 
knowing, that the result of conflicting opinion 
and open discussion, can only be truth; and 
that no opinion deserves to be protected, which 
cannot protect itself. 

But the clergy of this country, I hope not 
of all sects, the-Calvinistic clergy chiefly, are 
united in persecuting every man who calls iv 
question any of their metaphysical opinions, 01 
who hints at their views of ambition and ag- 
grandisement. They dare not actually stab or 


burn him; but they raise the out-cry of mad 


dog—they vilify him—they set the ignorant 
upon him to abuse his person, character, and 
conduct. There are honorable exceptions to 
this picture ; but it is faithful as a representa- 
tion of the body. Cowardly and cruel, their 
machinations are private, and their enmity un- 
forgiving. What earthly reason can a man 
have to dread discussion, but that his opinion 
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will not bear it?® What makes men cruel, but 
their cowardice? Calvin procured Servetus 
to be burnt todeath. Whom did Jesus Christ 
burn? Yet has that gloomy murderer of Ge- 
neva more zealots devoted to his intolerant 
creed in the United States, than in any other 
part of the globe. Why! because it is a fit 
instrument in the hands of the clergy, in pro- 

* portion as it is intolerant and unintelligible.— 
Weak minds have a vast opinion of the knowl- 
edge of those who pretend to be tamiliar with 
truths that appear mysterious. It is with the 
fetters of mystery that the priesthood binds 
and bends the spirit and the consciences of 
their ignorant hearers.. The religion of the 
Gospel is too plain and simple for their pur- 
poses; hence their ardent efforts to establish 
their ownymysterious creed. In what country 
has it been, thdt the priesthood as a*body have 
ot been cruel and persecuting, dreading con- 
tradiction, hating discusssion, and holding every 
doubter as a concealed enemy? They are so 
here. 

Fellow-citizens—T he Presbyterians of these 
States, the Congregationalists, the Seceders, 
and in some places the Baptists and Metho- 
dists, dragging after them the timid Episcopal- 
ians, have combined, and for many years have 
been steadily prosecuting the following schemes, 
with a perseverance and devotedness worthy 
of a better cause. : 

They are steadily aiming at a Cuurcn Es- 
TABLISHMENT, at an alliance between church 
and state, so as to bring the civil power in 
aid of their own plans of aggrandisement. 

They are steadily aiming in their panphilets 
and their preachings, to establish the religious 
obligation of paying TITHES of all you pos- 
sess, in strong hopes of procuring this system 
to be established also by law. This will ren- 
der them not only wealthy, but independent of 
their congregations, whom they consider as by 
duty and by right dependent upon them; as- 
suming openly the character of God’s viceger- 


*Want of genuine moderation towards those who 
differ from us in religious opibions, seems to be the 


Invst unaccountable thing in the world. Any man, 
who has any religion at alt, feels within |.imself 
stronger motives to judge right,than you can possibly 
suggest to him ; and if he judges wrong, what is that 
to you? To his owa Master he standeth or falleth : 
his wrong judgment, if it affect his own salvation, 
cunnot affect yours! Still you will probably rejoin, 
there must be many truths in the Christian religion 
concerning which no one ought to hesitate, insomuch 
as without a belief in them, he cannot be repuied a 
Christian—reputed! by whom? * * * his Ged, or 
by you? Rash expositors of points of doubtful dispu- 
tation ; intolerant fabrieators of metaphysical creeds 
and iycongruous systems of theology! Do you uo- 
dertake to measure the cxtent of any man’s under- 
standing except your own; to estimate the strength 
and origin of his habits of thinking; to appreciate his 
merit or demerit in the use of the talent that God has 
given him; so uneringly, as to pronounce that the 
belief of this or that doctrine is necessary to his sal- 
vation ?—Prefuce to Theo. Tracts by R. Watson, 
bishop of Landaff. , 





ents, and branding all opposition to their ambi- 
tious designs as blasphemy. They are stead- 
ly aiming to obtain the entire control of every 
seminary of Education, throughout the United 
States ; claiming the exclusive superintendence 
of them, as a matter of right. This is done 
with a view of infusing into the minds of the 
rising generation, an os we reverence for the 
priesthood, and an attachment to the views and 
interests of the priesthood. : 

They look with a jealous eye at every sci- 
entific discussion; prohibiting, so far as they 
dare, all investigations that do not harmonize 
with their own theological creed. Their in- 
terference has been recent and. violent, with 
respect to physiological, zoological, and geolog- 
ical discussions. It is. difficult to induce a 
printer, or editor of a scientific journal, to in- 
sert an article in favour of any opinion which 
the clergy have pronounced heterodox. Fan- 
aticism has completely clipped the wings of 
science in this country. They have organized 
a stupendous scheme of raising a PECUNIA- 
ry fund, to uphold their pretensions, by pick- 
ing the pockets of the people under some or 
all of the following pretences. 

The educating of pious young men (as they 
are called) to the ministry. That is, taking 
those who ought to be tillers of the ground and 
hiring them, by a theological education, as 
slaves for life to the propagation of those ten- 
ets by which the interest and. the views of 
these sects are best promoted. After having 
been thus educated, apparently at the expense 
of these sectarians, and really by means of the 
funds extracted from the folly, the indolence, 
or the good nature of the public, they hold 
themselves bound to the doctrines and interests 
of their preceptors, and become the standing 
army of the church militant. The establish- 
ment of missionary societies, to furnish the 
East Indians, the American Indians, the Aus- 
tralasians, and the Africans, with parsons, who 
can, neither speak the language of their hear- 
ers, or make themselves understood. The 
subscribers to these institutions, seldom or nev- 
er look after the sums they subscribe, which 
are under the absokite control of these manu- 
facturers of missionaries ; whose object is not 
missionaries, so much as men devoted to their 
interest, when they shall eome out in favor of a 
church establishment and tithes, 

Societies to make ministers of individual 
congregations trustees for life of these mission- 
ary societics ; and of course, to have a voice 
in disposing of the sums thus elicited from the 
people’s pockets. What the missionaries are 
and how they live when they can get the 
means, I hope some one will show by exhibit- 
ing the style of luxury of the Serampore mis- 
sionaries, 

Prayer Meeting Societies, which, by means 
of the weak and credulous females who attend 
them, furnish the priests with a sure source of 
influence and information, over the domestic 
concerns of every fainily. 
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Female benevolent and missionary societies; ; by a hired and paid priest, is not only improp- 
female mite societies ; for no sumis too small for | er and indefensible, but a SIN! and Dr. Ash- 
their acceptance ; Juvenile societies of ghildren, | bel Green of Princetov, denounced such _per- 
who are cajoled out of their 6 cent and 12 cent | sons as presumptuous and sinful intruders on 
pieces; cheated of their gingerbread money, to | the rights of the priesthood ! They claim it as 
give to institutions of which they hardly know | a right to be exclusively hired, and well paid; 
the name. No sum is toosmall for acceptance, | and we patiently submit to it! as if the God of 
and no plan too mean to acquire it. Missiona- ; Love, the kind Father, and preserver of the 
ry fields of corn, wheat and potatoes; mission- | human race, were a gloomy, haughty tyrant, 
ary hog societies; missionary rag-bag societies, ; not tobeapproaclied but by the intervention of 
and missionary scrap societies, All means of ; these arrogant ministers of state, who take good 
scraping together money, the most trifling and | care to be remuserated for their intercession. 
contemptible, are employed by these men, not} I have no objection to a ministry appointed 
individually, but corporately, and ¢n masse. | asa convenient and expedient class of men, 





a 


But their most profitable concern, is that of 
becoming authors, printers, and booksellers.— 
Composing, praising, recommending religious 
tracts, sermons, and almanacs. The Bible so- 
ciety, interfering with the regular printing trade, 
cannot have less than $50,000 engaged, which 
brings a good interest to the persons who con- 
duet it. 

Such are the means of satisfying the craving 
for money, money, money, employed by this am- 
bitious, avaricious, and crafty set of men. In 
all other respects, they are more devoid of usé- 
ful knowledge than almost any other class of 
persons in the community, But they act in 
concert: they have thrown their fetters over 
the minds of the people—they have cowed the 





spirit of the community—the literary classes | 


are compelled to succumb to them—they look | 
forward to the day when they shall govern the 


Union in their own manner, and in the mean 
time, take good care to plunge their hands deep 
in the pockets of those whom they can flatter 





or frighten into aequiescence and submission, 
If the people do not keep the CLERGY un- | 


that the religious business of a district may be 
conducted decently and in order; but upon 
no other ground, And although I should pre- 
fer well educated and liberal men for this pur- 
pose, I see*no reason for giving them an exclu- 
sive preference. In the purest times of Chris- 
tianity, the elders of every church transacted 
the religious business of it. Did Jesus Christ 
choose his disciples, whom he nominated to 
preach the Gospel, from among the learned 
and wise? Mankind are pestered with the 
rights of priesthood / rights! what rights >— 
who pays them, who supports them ? who en- 
ables these drones in the hive, to fatten on the 
labors of the industrious bee ? who secm to 
glory in being ignorant of ail useful knowledge, 
and skilled only in the quarrelsome puestions 
and senseless jargon of metaphysical divinity. 
It is the idleness, the pride, the aristocracy 
of rank and wealth, that has rendered the 
priesthood necessary. People are too indo- 
lent or too timi:! to pray for themselves, and 
they hire a proud priest to pray for them ! 
Then too,their cars must be tickled by cloquent 


‘er comtrol, they will bring the people into ab- | discourses ; as if religion needed eloquence to 
ject slavery, and keep them there. In every | enforce it! surely all this is not necessarily and 
nation upon earth, they have done so; what; essentially religion! Felléw-citizens, you aid 
shoukl change their character here? It was in; these impostors to cheat you, by making them 
the year 1822, that the clergy of Austria per-| necessary to you. Let them know that they 
suaded the monarch over 40 millions of peo-} are not, as they claim to be, youy masters; let 
ple to say, “I want no men of science, I want | them know that you hire them and you pay 
only obedient subjects. I want no education! them; and they will not be a whit the less pi- 
among my subjects, but what is given by the | ous for being more humble. 
priesthood.” Lookatthe priesthood in France,| These views of the subject are well worth 
“pain, Italy, Mexico, even in England : is pot} your consideration. The priesthood, in every 
‘heir general character one and the same? Ak, | age, in every country, forbid discussion, frown 
ready has the religious arrogance of this order | down all investigation ; they require, like oth- 
of men tempted thens to assume the character | er tyrants, passive obedience and noneresist- 
of God’s immediate agents and wicegerents— | ance. They denounce every man who op- 
placed at an immense distance from the herd | poses their views: not merely their spiritual, 
of inferior beings who compose their congrega- | but their temporal views. Their intent here, 
tions ! jas elsewhere, is to fetter your minds first, and 
In v-hat part of the New Testament has | your bodies afierwards; and, finally, to com- 
Christ said, you cannot approach the Father |! mand your pockets. 
but through the agency of men divinely com- | It is high time to warn tho people, that their 
inissioned from among you for that purpose, | liberties are in danger ; that they are about to 
aud well paid for their services? Has he not} he undermined by a crafty, persevering, insid- 
said, where two or three are gathered together | ious foe, in the imposing garb of a heavenly 
an my name, there am I in the midst of you? | friend. Itis high time to call upon the hon- 
And yet these men scruple not to declare that | est citizens of this yet free country, and to 
any religious exhortation by a layman, any u-| sound the watch word, Blow ye the trumpes 
surpations of the functions usually performed | in Zion / A Layman. 
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** THE THING as 19 18.”—Job. 





We publish to-day a piece on the arrogant pre- 
tensions of the Orchodox Clergy, by the particular 
request of some of our readers. There are some i- 
deas contained in it which are not agreeable to our 
views of the subject, but we give it publicity, be- 
‘cause, generally speaking, it contains facts thatcan- 
vot be controverted. 





eS 


REMARKS ON BRADSTREET’S ADDRESS. 

© To onr last number scme notice was taken of the 
proceedings of the presbyterians in Ohio relative to 
the Western Reserve College, and a promise was 
made that some notice shoald be taken of Mr. Brad- 
street’s Address at laying the corner stone of the 
college edifice. " We shall now redeem that pledge. 

It has been stated that the college is to be sectari- 
an—cvclusively sectarian, and devoted to the inter- 
ests of the presbyterians, and to the advaneement of 
their schemes : And if any thag is wanted to open 
the eyes of the public, we have it in the address of 
pareon Bradstreet. Afler saying some pretty. things 
about the flourishing condition of the state of Ohio, 
he speaks of the location of the college, and among 
other things says: ‘‘ Itfs near a village at the centre 
of a well cultivated township, whose inhabitants are 
distinguished for their attachment to “ the fuith once 
delivered to the saints..-——Now, be it retnembered, 
that Mr. Bradstreet is 9 calvinist, and that, in his es- 
timation, “ the faith once delivered to the saints” is 
the faith taught by the man-killer, John Calvin !~ 


With this fact in view, the wayfaring man though a ! 


fool may understand, that in locating the college, 
they have been careful to select a spot where calvin- 
ism flourishes. ‘This proves that the location is on 
huly ground , i. e. on e spot where the soil promises 
a good erop of calvinistic intolerance and sectarian 
prejudice. ; 

The barefaced plan is farther exposed in the fol- 
lowing passage,which is doubtless a true statement of 
their views. ‘ They (the managers of the concern} 
design to lay the foundation so broad and deep, that 
a glorious superstructure may be raised upon it here- 
after. A charter in almost every respect suchas was 
pDEstRED has been obtained from the legislature of the 
state.” Yes, itisevenso! What kind of charter 
did they desire? They wanted a charter giving them 
the exclusive control of the institution, or they want- 
ed none! This, they unequivocally declared, at the 
time when it was proposed that (he trustees should 
be elected without regard to their religious opinions. 
They have succeeded in obtaining their ends, and 
the government of the institution is in their own 
hands—erclusively so ! They have obtained from the 
legislature all they desired ; .and, included among 
the things most desired, was a name for the institu- 
tion that should indicate something like liberality.— 
While they desired to have a sectarian college, they 
also desired to cajole the people by deception. They 
know that their only safe way is to secure to them- 
: .'ves an ascendency over the literary institutions of 
our country, so as to puison the fountains of knowl- 
edge and thereby reuder the streams corrupt. There 
is no danger to be apprehended from the influence of 
the priests so Jong as our literary institutions are 
kept free frem their domination, aod hence their 
policy : they intend, no doubt, to begin at the root, 
and instil into the minds of the young the pernicious 
idea that obedience to the mandates of orthodoxy is 





the only passport to fame and preferment: ond then 
the fetters are disguised and their dominiva is ecu: 
ed! It requires but little sagacily'to discover that 
there is,in successful operation, a deep Jaid plan to 
secure the above object. Cectarian tracts are put 
into the hands of our children and youth—centribu- 
tion boxes are obtruded into the presence of al! class- 
es and conditions of men, women, and children, and 
such a continual din is kept up in favor of missicnary 
operations, tract societies, &c. &e. that the dic- 
tates of common sense are either silenced or subver- 
ted. Aware of the importance of securing every 
avenue to the mind, they bheve laid their snares on 
every hand, so that, to the timid and credulous, there 
appears no way of escape. ‘ So prodigious,” says 
Mr. B. in his address * is the power of knowledge, 
on whatever subject it is exerted, that despots and 
popish priests have ever sought its destruction.” — 
Yes, and so prodigivus is its power, that popish cal- 
Vinistic priests are now, as heretofore, svelsiog to 
corrupt the very fountains ofit ! 
(Zo be continued.) 

i> The public worship of the impantiAr Gop 
will be attended by the society and congregation of 
Universalists in this village, on the next Lord’s day, 
at the usual hours. —Enrron. 


FROM THE REFORMER. 

While primitive Christians, amidst persecu-" 
tions, contempt and sufferings, were engaged 
in preaching and propagating the religion of 
Jesus, it was uot respected by men of dignity 
and Wealth. It was too much opposed in its 
spirit and injunctions to the carnal appetite, aid 
it therefore became necessary to new model it 
to suit all the purposes of power, wealth and 
fashion. As soon as worldly. sanctions and 








, motives began to mix their influence with it, 


it was contaminated, and therefore ceased to 
be the religion of Jesus Christ. It can, in 
fact, have no connexion with earthly principal- 
ities and powers, nor derive any aid and sup- 
port from them. By this criterion we always 
have an unerring test of the character of truc 
or false religion. 

The pride and avarice of the clergy prepar 
ed the way for the connexion of Church and 
State, which was begun in the days of Con 
stantine, and consummated under the Chris- 
tian Roman Emperors. When the empire 
was broken into ten kingdoms, the clergy maiu- 
tained their power and dominion among their 
all, even to the degradation of secular authori- 
ties, The professors of christianity had now 
lost sight of the precepts and the example ofits 
head and founder, and by their apostacy ani 
wickedness converted the religion of the gos- 
pel into a source of state policy, pride and av- 
aricg. 

The Emperor Constantinc, who was hailed 
by the clergy and officers of the Church: as the 
great friend and protector of the Christian re- 
ligion, must in turn reward those officers of the 
Church with honors, power and riches. This 
corrupt foundation laid to promote the cause 
of rekigion, which addresses itself to the pride 
and avarice of man, has been cemented anid - 
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strengthened by every succeeding age since.— 
Titles, of the most exalted kind; downto Rev- 
erend and D. D. with princely emoluments, 
salaries and benefactions, have all emanated 
from this source. 

In the United States, this same spirit is dai- 
ly becoming more manifest. In the election 
of a chief magistrate or other officer, it is with 
many an indispensable condition, that he pro- 
fesses religion, or favor some distinguished sect. 
We are left to our own conclusions in seeing 
the chief magistrates of states and other prin- 
cipal men combining their talents and influence 
to aid the cause of theological and other soci- 
eties, Magistrates and candidates for -office, 
must soon pot only be required to believe and 
profess the dogmas of some sect, but to do it 
ina way that will tend to the elevation of such 
men as must rule and govern us. Those pro- 
nounced infidels and heretics must not be ad- 
mitted to a participation in our temporal and 
political concerns, and any found in such sta- 
tions must be expelled from them. Services 
and privileges. will be interchangeable and in- 
separable ; they will act and re-act, and the 
end will be to corrupt the fountains of public 
justice, and perhaps destroy the best. features 
of the constitution, 

Clerical influence is so secret, insinuating, 
and invisible in its operation on the credulity 
and ignorance of our fellow beings, that they 
unsuspectingly become the victims of it. Ev- 
ery avenue to the passions is sought. Hope 
and fear are alternately wrought on tu pro- 
duce contributions. The blessings of immor- 
tality, or the most alarming apprehensions of 
future punishment are presented to induce the 
public to give liberally. ‘This mercenary and 
ambitious order of men would fain make us 
believe that they are the true representatives 
of the Church, and specially favored with a di- 
vine commission to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. They are in fact filling the kingdom 
of the beast all this time with darkness, while 
they flatter the pride instead of crossing the | 
passions and appetites of mankind. 

Notwithstanding the successful opposition 
made by the reformation to the kingdom of the 
beast, the spirit and principle of that kingdom 
have continued and triumphed ever since, in 
every nation and country professing christiani- 
ty, where temporal and spiritual power are 
connected with each other. Names and coun- 
tries domnot alter or destroy the spirit of that 
power, which is restrained by law from taking 
life and liberty, while delusion and hypocrisy 
can operate unpunished and unseen. Thanks 
to the reign of the laws and to the progress of 
light and knowledge, which help to dissipate 
the mists of ignorance and mitigate the evils 
which the clergy would gladly inflict on all who 
reject their authority. Instead of external force, 
coercion of another kind is resorted to, to at- 
tain their purposes. By ‘art and ingenious 
management, all classes of society are made to 
helieve their present and future prospects de- 


nanan 
pend in giving their iaterest and support to this 
order ofmen. On one hand, the flourishing 
state of the Church is held out for their en- 
couragement to add further contributions to 
increasé its splendor and dignity, and to en- 
large its dominion, that they may partake of the 
a blessings and advantages which their 

iberality and zeal will secure to them. On 
the other, they are threatened with the loss 

of all these blessings, and of incurring the ven- 
geance of heaven if they withhold their aid ‘ 
and benefactions. Thus they are made to see 
that external peace and plenty on earth, and 
endless felicity hereafter, will be the reward of 
honoring and serving a mercenary priesthood, 
(Remainder next week.) wed 

Weare formed for'society, not fur combina- 
tiog, we are equally unqualified to live in a 
close connexion with our fellow beings, and in” 
total separation from them; we are attracted 
towards each other by general sympathy ; but 
kept back from contact by private interest. 


Archbishop Tillotson says, “ Where reasou 
is weak and blunt, passion must be whetted, 
the only weapon that is left, when reason fails. 
And I always take it for granted, that no man 
is ever angry with his adversary, but for want 
of a better argument to support his cause.” 











To a volume of miscellaneous poems, recently 
published, Mr. Bryant isa principalcontributor. A 
* Hymo’ from his pen, is amongst tbe number; and 
is, (says the North American Review) a rich offering 
of the fancy and the heart. The following are the 


-| introductory lines :— Albany Argus. 


The groves were Gods first temple. Ere man learned 
To hew the shaft, and lay the architrave, 

And spread the roof above them,—ere he framed 
The lofty vault, to gather and roll back 

The sound of anthems; in the darkling wood, 
Amidst the cool and silence, he knelt down 

And offered to the Mightiest, solemn thanks 

And supplication. For his simple heart 

Might not resist the sacred influences, 

That, from the stilly twilight of the place, 

And from the gray old trunks that high in heaven 
Mingled their mossy boughs, and from the sound 
Of the invisible breath thatswayed at once 

All their green tops, stole o’er him, and bowel 
His spirit with the thought of boundless power 
And inaccessible majesty. Ah, why 

Should we, in the world’s riper years, neglect 
God’s ancient sanctuaries, and adore 

Only among the crowd, and under roofs 

That our frail bands have raised. Let me, at least, 
Here, in the shadow of this aged wood, 

Offer one hyma—thrice happy, if it find 





Acceptance in his ear. 


o 





